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Abstract 
The aim of the research was to identify the student´s relationship to new methods of teaching, the frequency ICT is used for 
studying the German language and finally to find out the level of knowledge of German the students come from secondary 
schools and how their knowledge improves after one semester. At the same time the aim was to determine, based on the results of 
educational tests, the form of teaching in which students achieve better results we have been using on-line courses in teaching 
German language. After several years of verification of the courses that we had designed, we tried a minor study to demonstrate 
how effective the use of ICT in teaching is and to find out to what extent the students of different study forms use the on-line 
courses. 
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1. Introduction 
For many years we have been using on-line courses in teaching German language. After several years of 
verification of courses that we had designed, we tried a minor study, to demonstrate how effective the use of ICT in 
teaching is and to find out, to what extent the students of different study forms use the on-line courses.  
Our courses represent a certain amount of study materials to support students' motivation in learning a foreign 
language and to enable them a check of their own results in the study. The aim of these courses is to develop 
 
 
* Sarka Hubackova. Tel.:+420 493 332302. 
   E-mail address: sarka.hubackova@uhk.cz 
 2015 The Authors. Published by Elsevi r Ltd. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license 
(http://creativecommons. rg/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
Peer-review under responsibility of Academic World Education and Research Center
971 Sarka Hubackova /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  186 ( 2015 )  970 – 974 
communication skills based on professional lexis. In the virtual learning environment materials can be quickly 
updated, added, varied and adapted to the conditions, students and the pace of students' progress.  
To identify the relationship of students to ICT and to find out students' views on teaching supported by ICT, we 
used the method of questionnaire. All questions were closed and offered the choice of several options. The research 
was initiated in the school year 2012/13 and was carried out in two phases. 
The research sample was presented to the students of the first year of FIM UHK in the course of Professional 
German Language 1 and to the students of distance study forms of the same subject.   
The research sample consisted the following groups: 
FIM 1 (40 students), experimental group 1, full-time students who had 90-minutes lessons once every two weeks 
supplemented by the on-line course. 
FIM 2 (10 students), experimental group 2, students who worked in the online course and had only the initial and 
final tutorial and a synchronizing on-line tutorial, i.e. teaching supported by eLearning.  
The aim of the research was to identify the student´s relationship to new methods of teaching, the frequency they 
use ICT to study the German language and finally to find out the level of knowledge of German students come from 
secondary schools and how their knowledge improves after one semester. At the same time the aim was to 
determine, based on the results of educational tests, the form of teaching in which students achieve better results.  
2. Work in the on-line German language course and its evaluation  
The utilization of separate parts of the course 
 
We also focused on the frequency of usage of every single part of the course by students. Whereas the group 
FIM1 indicated grammar exercises at first place (40%) and exercises focused on vocabulary training at the second 
place (25%), the group FIM 2 placed listening exercises on top (40%) and the grammar exercises as second. The 
group FIM 1 gives the use of listening exercises at the end of the list (15%). This could probably be explained by the 
fact that at the FIM 1 we often use listening exercises in face-to-face lessons and we use them for communication 
skills training; so the students of the group FIM 1 could consider such work sufficient. In contrast students of the 
group FIM 2 use listening exercises as a supplement for face-to-face lessons and conversation.  
 
 
 
Fig. 1. The utilization of parts of the course – total chart 
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Fig. 2: The utilization of parts of the course  
 
The evaluation of listening exercises 
Some questionnaire questions related to the contents of the courses. The students commented the themes of listening 
exercises as follows: 28%of all students consider them as very suitable, but theme choice scored better in the FIM 2 
group: 60% of all students defined the themes of listening exercises as suitable. The actual evaluations are indicated 
by the following chart and diagrams. To sum up, we can say that the themes chosen suit the students and satisfy 
their demands.  
 
The themes of listening exercises are:  
 
Fig. 3: The evaluation of listening exercises 
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Fig. 4:  The evaluation of listening exercises – total chart 
 
 
The evaluation of testing 
In this case we focused on comparison of results of entry and final tests of students in different groups.  
 
 
Fig. 5: The results of entry and final tests 
 
The entry test proceeded at the start of the term; a new test went at the end of the term. The FIM2 group made 
greater progress (34%), even though its total results were weaker. The group achieved 84 % in average; meanwhile 
the FIM 1 group scored 87%. 
The results of entry tests were similar in FIM1 and FIM2 (60% and 54% respectively). The FIM2 group had weaker 
entry results. The are two factors presumably reflected in this case: The greater interval from the ending of 
secondary school and the fact these students – according to their later explanations – did hardly ever used German 
language. The better entry results of FIM 1 are explainable through the following reality: ONJ1 more students 
entering the academic subject the management of tourism have got better knowledge of German, where as in the 
FIM2 group there are students of financial management only.  
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The students of FIM 1 improved by 27% after one term, the ones of FIM 2 by 30%. It must be mentioned here, that 
the group in question is represented by 10 students only. This fact may distort the results. In spite of it we decided to 
include them into the testing.  
We tried to compare the mistakes in both groups. As expected, both groups made mistakes mostly in conjunctives, 
passive and past tenses. These are the fields giving usually trouble to students. That is why we have to aim on 
practising them as often as possible. 36% of students made mistakes in conjunctives, 15% in past tenses, 12% in past 
participle, 20% in passive, 4% in present participle, 4% in the declension of adjectives.  
We must remember even here that the FIM2 group – distance students – is very small and therefore the total results 
be distorted.  
 
 
Fig. 6: Most mistakes: final test. Total chart  
3.  Conclusion 
On the grounds of didactical survey made and its results we can conclude that students of both groups achieve 
similar score. The study with support of on-line courses brings easier preparation to the classes and examination 
tests and helps student in their independent work.  
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